
{00342561; 1; 9000-92} 

GOALKEEPER SPECIALIZATION POLICY 

U8 teams will be introduced to goalkeeping. This is the first time the children play with 
goaltenders. All children should be given training during practice by trainers, so they are 
prepared for the times they will play goal during the games. All children on a team should play 
keeper during the course of a season.  

For the teams U9 and U10, will focus on incremental development and training in both 
intramural and travel.  Each child will be given the opportunity to attend goalkeeping clinics, 
either in the normal practice session or during goalkeeping clinics which will be offered by the 
coaching organizations at no charge to the families. It is recommended that goalkeeping at these 
age groups be rotated among all the players during the course of a season. 

For the teams U11 and U12, players who play goal on a regular basis should be evaluated both as 
a field player as well as a goalkeeper. It is anticipated that goalkeepers during these ages will 
also be field players during the course of the season and in most games. For those players who 
have interest and/or aptitude for playing goalie, incremental goalkeeping training will be 
provided during regular practices or as a pull out practice during days in which those teams are 
practicing. During evaluations for placement on travel teams recognition will be given to those 
players who desire to play goal and are evaluated as a goalkeeper. In the event that a player is 
being considered for placement on a certain team the Coaching Committee will have the latitude 
to consider the goalkeeping position in placement decisions to the extent warranted. 

For the U13 and U14 teams a slot should be kept available for those players who have 
determined that goalkeeping in their primary position. Goalkeepers will be evaluated based on 
the position. In the event there is no player(s) who have indicated that goalkeeping is their 
primary position then the same method used for U11 and U12 will be used to make up these 
teams. 

 


